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The Hepatitis B Foundation is a national 
nonprofit organization dedicated to finding a 
cure and improving the quality of life for those 
affected by hepatitis B worldwide.  

Our commitment includes funding focused 
research, promoting disease awareness, 
supporting immunization and treatment 
initiatives, and serving as the primary source 
of information for patients and their families, 
the medical and scientific community, and the 
general public.

Hep B United is a national coalition 
established and co-chaired by the Hepatitis B 
Foundation and the Association of Asian 
Pacific Community Health Organizations 
(AAPCHO). It is comprised of more than 40 
organizations in 19 states. 

The coalition is dedicated to reducing the 
health disparities associated with hepatitis B 
by increasing awareness, screening, 
vaccination, and linkage to care for high-risk 
communities across the United States. 

http://www.hepb.org/
http://www.hepbunited.org/


The Landscape of Hepatitis B 
in the U.S.



The State of Hepatitis B in the U.S.



Most Adults Are Not Vaccinated!



NEW Cases of Hepatitis B are Rising



Key Challenges/Barriers to 
Hepatitis B Elimination

No cure, BUT we have highly effective vaccines and treatments 

● Lack of awareness and education about hepatitis B among the general 
public, health care providers, and policy makers

● Hepatitis B prevention and research is under-prioritized and under-funded

● People living with hepatitis B face stigma and discrimination



Hep B Advocacy



What “Advocacy” Means to Us
“Advocacy begins when someone says ‘No’.”

 Championing our cause
 Giving people a voice

 Building relationships

(Borrowed from Caring Ambassadors Grassroots Advocacy Toolkit)



Hep B Advocacy Priorities



Hepatitis B prevention and research is under-prioritized and under-funded

Hep B Advocacy Priority:



Centers for 
Disease Control 
and Prevention 
(CDC) 

• Current Funding Level: 
$39 million 

• FY20 asks:
− $134 million (+$95 

million increase)
− $40 million to fully fund 

a recently passed 
program to eliminate 
opioid-related infectious 
diseases



Hepatitis B prevention and research is under-prioritized and under-funded

Hep B Advocacy Priority:



National 
Institutes of 
Health (NIH)

• Current Funding Level: 
$39.1 billion)

• FY20 asks:
− Increase overall, and for 

the National Cancer 
Institute (NCI)

− Increase HBV research 
funding by $38.7 million 
(per year for 6 years)

− Report language: 
prioritization of HBV and 
liver cancer; targeted calls 
for research proposals

http://www.hepb.org/research-and-programs/roadmap-to-a-cure/

http://www.hepb.org/research-and-programs/roadmap-to-a-cure/


H.R. 3016
A bill introduced on May 23, 2019 by 
Congresswoman Nydia Velazquez (NY-7)

− 9 co-sponsors - we need more 
Members of Congress to support!

What does this bill do? $$$ for….

• CDC – create new programs for liver 
cancer awareness and prevention 
activities, such as screenings, vaccination, 
and treatment for liver cancer, hepatitis B 
and hepatitis C

• NIH – increase research on liver cancer 
and hepatitis B

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3016


Lack of awareness and education about hepatitis B among the 
general public, health care providers, and policy makers

Hep B Advocacy Priority:



H.Res. 331 / S. Res. 177
Resolutions introduced on April 30, 2019 
by Congresswoman Grace Meng, 
Congressman Hank Johnson, Senator 
Mazie Hirono (HI), and Senator Angus King 
(ME)

− 10 co-sponsors - we need more 
Members of Congress to support!

What does these resolutions do? 

Increase awareness about 
hepatitis B prevention!



People living with hepatitis B face stigma and discrimination

Hep B Advocacy Priority:



Combating HBV-Related Discrimination
• Medical, Dental, and Other Healthcare-Related School Policies

• U.S. Armed Services / Department of Defense Policies
− “Deploy or Discharge”

• Adverse Drug Tiering

Hepatitis B is a protected condition under the Americans with Disabilities Act
and Section 1557, the non-discrimination provision of the Affordable Care Act. 
Under the ACA, qualified health plans sold through federally-facilitated health 
insurance marketplaces must not employ market practices or benefit designs 
that will have the effect of discouraging the enrollment of individuals with 
significant health needs.



Nadine Shiroma, Hepatitis B Foundation Policy Advisor

http://www.hepb.org/blog/

http://www.hepb.org/blog/


Advocacy 
Strategies and 

Opportunities to 
Get Involved!



Examples of 
Advocacy Strategies
• Hill Visits / Advocacy Days (meet with 

Members of Congress and/or staff)

• Agency / Admin Meetings (meet with 
government agency leadership and/or staff)

• Congressional Briefings

• Congressional Sign-on Letters (“Dear 
Colleague” Letters)

• Organizational Sign-on Letters

• Coalitions

• Grassroots and Digital Advocacy



Grassroots and 
Digital Advocacy
• Help with education/outreach to new Members of 

Congress in 2019 – send emails/messages, set up 
meetings, build relationships with staff

• Share personal stories, local data, and helpful 
resources with your representatives

• Invite policymakers (federal, state, local) to see 
your organization in action – site visits, screenings, 
community events, receptions

• Attend town hall meetings

• Write a letter to the editor or op-ed

• Utilize social media

• Sign up for the Hep B Action Center!



Hep B Action Center
http://www.hepbunited.org/advocacy/action-center/

http://www.hepbunited.org/advocacy/action-center/


Sample Action Alert
http://www.hepbunited.org/advocacy/action-center/alerts/

http://www.hepbunited.org/advocacy/action-center/alerts/


#JustB
Storytelling Campaign



Wendy’s Story: #justB Hopeful

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KDNNCVKfL7c


Alan’s Story: #justB Proactive

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5UzaxP_BSgc


Kat’s Story: #justB Knowledgeable

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DIItzGJDjtk


Raising Awareness, Combating Stigma, and 
Empowering Patients: #justB
#justB is national, multi-lingual, digital  storytelling campaign that aims to:

▪ Increase awareness and advocacy
around hepatitis B

▪ Decrease stigma and discrimination
associated with the disease

▪ Promote testing, vaccination, linkage 
to care, and treatment

▪ Empower people living with hepatitis B 
to share their stories to help educate 
the public and inspire action



Campaign Progress and Activities

● Coordinated 5 workshops in 2017-2019 for 36 participants 

● Produced 36 digital stories
○ 18 translated stories – languages include Mandarin, Cantonese, Vietnamese, Korean, Arabic, Twi, 

Yoruba, Tagalog, Khmer, Mongolian, and Chuukese

● Launched website for #justB stories and accompanying resources: www.hepb.org/justb

● Continued engagement: storytelling/public speaking opportunities and ongoing 
training/support

● Program evaluation: impact on storytellers and audience

http://www.hepb.org/justb


Story Distribution
● Monthly featured story: websites, newsletters, social media, ads

● Media outreach: press releases, interviews, blogs, local news, ethnic media
● Printed materials: postcards, posters
● Advocacy events: issue briefings, Congressional meetings, Hill days

● HBV testing and awareness/outreach events
● Conference presentations/exhibits
● Local story screening events

● Film festivals





Jason’s Story: #justB Aware

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oJwQr9_6nhk


Thank You!
Kate Moraras, MPH
Senior Program Director
kate.moraras@hepb.org

Rhea Racho, MPAff
Public Policy and Program Manager
rhea.racho@hepb.org

mailto:kate.moraras@hepb.org
mailto:rhea.racho@hepb.org
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